[Ettore Majorana's legacy: An historical analysis].
Since his mysterious disappearance in 1938, there have been many biographical accounts of Ettore Majorana's short life. Yet, his scientific work and his influence on the development of physics are often left in the background. The thrust of this article is precisely to shed light on them. In fact, some of Majorana's articles were only understood after World War II. Notably, this was the case of his last article. Written in 1937, it represents the best long-lasting contribution of Ettore Majorana to particle physics. He envisages, thanks to a new formalism, that neutrinos could be identical to their own antiparticles. The answer to this question posed by Majorana more than half a century ago may be found thanks to several experiments now carried out. It could give a lightning on the nature of dark matter and an explanation to the dominance of matter over antimatter in our universe.